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October 9,2Q01

Mr. J o h n McGuiggin, P.E. and Ms. J u l i e Bcrgesi
\j$. Department of Transporta t ion
V o l p e National Transpor ta t i on Sys t ems Center
55 Broadway, Kendal l Square
Cambridge, Massachuset t s 02142
S u b j e c t S l o p e Protection to the Base F l o o d Elevation, Kootenai River

at the Former Screening Plant Site - Libby, Montana
Dear Mr. McGuiggin and Ms. Borgesi:

G E N E R A L S E R V I C E S A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

S D M S Document I D

1000108

Federal Programs (CDM) recommends the placement of s lope pro t ec t ion ( r i p r a p )
on the banks of the Kootenai River to Elevation 2081 along the Parker proper ty in Libby,
Montana.
The purpose of r iprap is to protect the riverbank s l op e during f l o o d i n g events. Elevation
2081 was selected because it corresponds to the Federa l Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) approved base f l o o d elevation at this location on the Kootenai River. The base
f l o o d , also known as the "100-year" f l o o d , has about a one percent chance of being
equaled or exceeded in any given year. We recommend this as the a p p r o p r i a t e level of
risk for s lope protect ion that is designed to maintain the integrity of the s l op e and to
protect nearby structures.
We understand that die Owner is requesting from the Government the placement of
riprap below Elevation 2081. CDM believes that the installation, of riprap below the basef l o o d elevation of 2081 will increase the risks of riverbank slope fai lure and of damage to
structures that are phys i ca l ly located above the base f l o o d elevation. The Government
should review these l iabi l i t i e s with the Owner be fore riprap is instal led, par t i cu lar ly if a
deviation is propo s ed to the engineered design plans.
Please let us know if you have any questions or comments.
Very truly yours,
CDM F E D E R A L PROGRAMS C O R P O R A T I O N

Peter J. "Borowiec, Jr. , P.E.
Task Manager
cc: Timothy B. W a l l , Brent A. McCarthy
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